[bookmark: _Hlk93567968]                                                 MINUTES 
                                          OF THE SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
            at Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH.
                                         ON TUESDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7 PM.
47 26/27    To Record the Members and Public Present:	7.04 pm.
		  Councillor (Chairman) Mr R Gaylor.
	  Parish Councillors: Mr R Cann, Mrs A Coutts and Mrs C Lines.
	  Ward and Essex County Councillor: None.
	  Ward Councillor: None.
	  Members of the Public:   None.
	  The Parish Clerk: Mr B Summerfield.
48 26/27    Apologies and reasons for absence:      
		  To be received by the Clerk only in person via: email, letter and telephone. 
i		  Acceptance of the reason for absence: Mr N Andrews (unwell)
ii	     Ward/Essex Councillors: Mr A Williams, Ms A Marriott, Mr J Cottis.
iii		  Chairman of Barling Magna PC Councillor Mr M Steptoe.
iv		  Clerk’s email to Ward/Essex Councillors was read to the Council..
49 26/27    Declarations of Interests:
i		  To receive all declarations of interests including dispensations under the relevant provision s.33 of the
	      Localism Act 2011.   None.
ii		  The Chairman reminds Councillors to declare any further interests now and as they became evident to them, 
50 26/27    Public Forum: ( 5 min per person only )
	  Councillors, Guests, visiting Ward/County Councillors and questions/statements from members of the public.
	  None.
51 26/27    To receive the Minutes of the Sutton Parish Council of the 18th JULY 2026.
	 The Minutes were Resolved agreed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk81560259]	      Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs A Coutts and agreed by all.
		 	  The Chairman signed the Minutes as a true record.
52 26/27    Matters arising from the Minutes:      (not on the Agenda)          
		  Items: None.
53 26/27    Correspondence:
i	   The received email from Councillor Mike Steptoe re: the possible sites for Regulation 19 consultation.
	   The Council to be informed by Councillor Steptoe.
ii	   Councillor Mrs C Lines reported the meeting where the Housing Needs Survey (HNS) from Laura Atkinson,
	   (Housing Enabler and Community Led Housing), of the RCCE, advised the representative of Barling and 
	   Sutton PC’s on the Survey process going forward.
	   A chart of costs involved for this first stage was produced, showing research costs and the community 
	   involvement for Sutton amounting to £553.80.
	   Resolved to accept the first stage costs at £553.80 and the Sutton Parish Council distribution.
	   Proposed by Councillors, Mr R Gaylor, seconded by Mr R Cann and agreed by all.
iii	   The purchase of two new replacement A2 (4xA4) Notice Boards @ £75.00 nett each were resolved.
	   Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Cann, seconded by Mrs A Coutts and agreed by all..
iv	   Sutton PC AGM 2026 Red Brick Barn Hire was kindly given free of charge by Tabor Farms Ltd. 
v	   Recorded: the delivery of the requested copies of Sutton Councillors Declaration of Interests to the RDC.
vi	      Recorded: the AGAR Digital Portal from Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA).
vii	      Letters/emails, Publications and Bundles: Making the Links, Fieldwork, Bus timetables, Essex Area Forum, etc.
54 26/27    Finance:   (AGAR EX0242).
i		  Received the SPC Financial and Metro Bank Statements of 22nd September 2026.
ii		  The above financial statement balances were agreed by Councillors: Mrs A Coutts and Mrs C Lines.
iii	   Notification from the EALC of the agreed PayScale’s for Parish Council employees amounting to 
	   3.3 % per annum and back dated from 1st April 2026.
	   N.B.	The new 3.3 % September Salary payment to include the 5 month’s back pay:
	   i 	  Agreed the HMRC PAYE September 2026 payment (Back pay from April 26) @ £60.13.      
	   ii 	  Agreed the Clerk’s Gross salary September 2026 payment (Inc: Back pay from April 26) @ £ 438.64
 	   iii 	  Agreed the Clerk’s Nett salary September 2026 payment (Inc: Back pay from April 26) @ £ 350.84.   
	   iv 	  Agreed the Clerk’s salary tax September 2026 payment (Inc: Back pay from April 26) @ £ 87.80.      
iv 	   Agreed the Clerk’s monthly salary from October 2026, at the new Gross rate @ £378.51 per month; 
	   Nett @ £302.81 and HMRC tax @ £75.70 per month.
v	   Received/agreed an invoice: Mr R Pitts Green Maintenance no. 77/B @ £110.00 (Cheque).
vi	   Received/agree an invoice: Mr R Pitts Green Maintenance no. 79/B @ £110.00 (Cheque).
vii	   Recorded: agreed the invoice from Mr Pitts re: Green maintenance 73/B @ £110.00. (Cheque)
viii	   Recorded: agreed the invoice from Mr Pitts re: Green maintenance 75/B @ £110.00. (Cheque)
ix	   Recorded: agreed an invoice from BSummerfield/EPSON re: printing ink @ £27.20.
x	   Recorded: the invoice from A&J Lighting re: P2/P4 repair @ £144.00.
xi	   Recorded: the invoice from A&J Lighting re: Quarterly maintenance @ £ 135.00.
xii	   Recorded Transfers: the agreed August/September Standing Order payments to the Clerk @ £293.19/£ 293.19.
xiii	   Recorded Transfers: the agreed July/August D/D payments: Npower @ £75.20/£82.52.
xiv	   Recorded Transfers: the agreed July/August D/D payments: Ionos website @ £28.80/£28.80.
xv	   Recorded Transfers: the agreed July/August D/D payments: Account Maintenance fee £3.00/£3.00.
xvi	   Authorised Councillors: Mr R Gaylor and Mr B Summerfield signed the printed bank statements.
xvii		  Resolved all payments, Invoices, financial statements, receipts, bank transfers and countersigned cheques.
      	      Proposed by Councillors: Mr R Gaylor, seconded by Mrs C Lines and agreed by all.
55 26/27    Planning consultations:	
i		  i	There was no reply to the Letter to Planning RDC of 20/07/2026.
			Sutton Parish Council requests information re: the planning position of the temporary three year 
			permission granted and the position of item 3 Quote: the use of Smithers Chase shall cease unless 
			a renewal of the permission has been sought and obtained?
	      ii	Agreed the Clerk to request a reply from Rochford Planning.
ii		  i	The Chairman reported on his meeting with Scotts of Southend prior to the RDC Premises Licencing 
			meeting on Wednesday 23 September 26.
		  ii	After discussion it was agreed that the Sutton Parish Council to continues to object to the application 
			based on noise, live and recorded music and if used, lighting strobes potentially effecting road users.
iii		  i	The received Appeal notification ref: APP/B1550/6014708 
		 	Ref: 25/00754/FUL Land at Rear of Scotts Nursery, Sutton Road, Rochford, Essex.
			(Erection of 5 no. Padel Courts (Use Class F2) together with Associated Access, Parking, Directional 
			Lighting and Fencing. Siting of Container to Provide Reception, Changing Rooms and Storage).
		  ii	After discussion the Council agreed to resend the previous objection to the Appeal.
56 26/27    The required .GOV.UK Domains:
	      The Clerk reported the confirmation from’ Ionos’ that the requested Domain be transferred to ‘Parish Online’
  i	The new Parish Online system: 
	It was agreed that the clerk will circulate clerk@suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk (the new Parish Online 
	address) to councillors. 
  ii	The councillors to reply to the Clerk from their existing email addresses to test the New above address.
57 26/27    Streetlighting:     
	 	  The Clerk reported the P2 supply is active.
58 26/27    Highways, Pavements and Public Rights of Way:     
i	   Recorded email from Councillor Mr R Gaylor to Councillor Mr J, Cottis re: Ditch Protection on the Sutton Road.
		  The Clerk to request a reply.
ii	 	  The Clerk reported Pavement on Sutton and Shopland Road. Ref: ECC Highways reply: 4050946/ 2833202.
59 26/27    Website:	www.suttonwithshopland-pc.gov.uk 
	  The website is to be updated with the inclusion of this meetings’ information.
60 26/27    The Remembrance Service at the Village Sign: 
	   The Clerk will organise the booking of the Vicar, Publishing of the Service sheet, (detail x 2 items) on the service 
	   sheet and its distribution, fixing the sign boarding, checking the sound system and setting up
61 26/27    Next Agenda Items from Councillors.     (for next Agenda and exchange of information only).
	   Items:    	None.
62 26/27    Private and Confidential:
    Pursuant to the provision of Section 1000(a) of the Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local 
    Government   (Access to Information) Act 1985, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for 
    consideration of the following item of business on the grounds that it contains information defined as 
    exempt in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972, as detailed.
	    The Clerk’s report re: SPC Volunteers and Hall repair enquiries:
	   i       The SPC volunteer was unsuccessful.
	   ii      The Clerk to correspond.       
63 26/27    The next Sutton Parish Council Meeting   
	   The Crowstone Prep School, Fleet Hall Lane, Shopland Road, Rochford, SS4 1LH
	    Agreed:  Saturday 14th November 2026. 
There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 pm.  

DRAFT/2026.                                                                   B. Summerfield Sutton, Parish Council Clerk/RFO.
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